Fairfield University
IP Policy Clarification Draft


Ownership of Student – led projects and entrepreneurial activities

Fairfield University’s Intellectual Property (IP) Policy, in general, applies to activities engaged in by both students and University employees resulting in the creation of intellectual property.  The following guidelines govern the application of the IP Policy with respect to Fairfield University students


Fairfield University students will be subject to the FU IP Policy under the following circumstances:

· The student elects to utilize the technology transfer capabilities provided by the University;
· The student receives extraordinary financial support from the University (e.g. paying for a patent, uncommon research support, etc); or
;
· The student is part of a faculty led research project that gives rise to intellectual assets

In the event a patentable invention emerges from a student led project and a Fairfield employee is determined to be a legal Inventor on the patent, then Fairfield shall have rights by virtue of the employee’s assignment of patent rights to Fairfield
.
In the event the student is participating in a project that is funded by a third party, then ownership rights will be determined by the agreement controlling this relationship

In the case of new venture formation
 and the establishment of legal “founders” of such a venture, a separate legal document shall be created that defines the rights and privileges of all appropriate founders.

In the case of student led projects or projects arising from classroom activities, where there is normal and customary faculty / institutional support, Fairfield University will have no ownership rights to the outcomes of these projects.
�By using the word “or” I am indicating that any one of these three bullets on their own would give rise to the application of the IP policy.  If that’s not the case (i.e., if all three bullets need to happen in order for the IP policy to take effect) then the “or” should be replaced with “and”


�Do we also want to add a line here saying that, in this instance of a patentable invention, the student will be subject to the FU IP policy?


�I am not familiar with the terms “new venture formation” and “founders”  If those terms who significance either legally or in the area of Intellectual property, I would provide some additional language to describe what those terms mean





Ben Muskin


